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Two-Score Keystone Composite

Act 55 of 2022 amends the Pennsylvania School Code to further assist students in meeting
statewide high school graduation requirements. Effective immediately, any student may
graduate via the Keystone Composite Pathway provided the student:

e Earned a non-numeric Proficient in a Keystone Exam pursuant to Act 136 of 2020;

o Successfully completes locally established, grade-based requirements for academic
content associated with each Keystone Exam in which the student does not have a
numeric or non-numeric score of Proficient/Advanced; and

e Achieves a Keystone Composite score of 2939 or greater for two of the three Keystone
Exams (calculated using the highest numerical scores attained by the student, neither of
which may be Below Basic and at least one of which must be Proficient or better).

Extension of the Pandemic as an Extenuating Circumstance

On September 9, 2021, the Pennsylvania State Board of Education approved the addition of the
COVID-19 pandemic to the list of extenuating circumstances for which pathway-specific
graduation requirements may be waived by a chief school administrator for students in the
graduating classes of 2023, 2024, and 2025. Each student granted a waiver must complete
locally established, grade-based requirements for academic content associated with each
Keystone Exam in which the student does not have a numeric or non-numeric
Proficient/Advanced.

If waivers exceed more than 5% of the graduating class, the school entity may be required to
submit an improvement plan or be subject to an audit.

Refer to the FAQ to access additional information on both the two-score Keystone Composite
and the extension of the pandemic as an extenuating circumstance.

Refer to the SAS Graduation Toolkit for additional information on non-numeric scores, locally
established grade-based requirements, waivers, and other related topics. Questions may be
submitted to ra-edgradrequirement@pa.gov.

NOTE: The Tracking Tool, SAS Toolkit, and PDE website are in the process of revision but do not
reflect these changes as of July 2022. Please check back for updates and emerging details on
PDE Open Office Hours and training opportunities available late summer/early fall.

July 2022


https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2020&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=136
https://files5.pdesas.org/021147054121092160253242240235035122029001013109/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/56
mailto:ra-edgradrequirement@pa.gov
https://www.mypdeapps.pa.gov/Login/wfKeystoneLogin.aspx
https://pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/56
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/GraduationRequirements/Pages/default.aspx

